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Fraternity fight amasses millions of views online as
brawl breaks out in stands
HAL FOX

thedmnews@gmail.com

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Fans pack the student section at Vaught-Hemmingway for Ole Miss’ matchup against Kentucky on Oct. 1.

Herrington files lawsuit
against Lafayette County

Clad in navy blazers, khaki pants, red polo shirts and
brown leather loafers, fraternity pledges traded punches as
the Rebels and Wildcats traded touchdowns in a close 22-19
win for Ole Miss in the football
game against the University
of Kentucky on Sat., Oct. 1.
Two groups of pledges
from currently unidentified
fraternities at the University
of Mississippi started a brawl
in the upper portion of section
N3 of the student stands in
Vaught-Hemingway Stadium.
Ole Miss Rebels offensive
lineman and senior multidisciplinary studies major
Mason
Brooks
recounted
what he saw occurring in
the stands from the field on
The Mason Brooks Show.
“Hey man, they’re fighting up there. And I was like,
‘What?’ And someone else

thedmnews@gmail.com

Timothy Herrington is escorted out of the Lafayette County Courthouse by county officers after
his court appearance on July 27.

VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

Sheldon Timothy Herrington Jr.,
who has been charged with the murder of University of Mississippi student
Jimmie “Jay” Lee, has filed a lawsuit

against the Lafayette County Sheriff’s Office alleging wrongful imprisonment.
Herrington, an Ole Miss graduate, was
arrested on July 22 and charged with the
murder of Lee following an investigation
led jointly by local law enforcement, chiefly
the Oxford Police Department. According

SEE LAWSUITPAGE 2
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Kappa Sigma
member
hospitalized after
assault
EMILY O’REILLY
MARY BOYTE

FILE PHOTO: VIOLET JIRA / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

was like, ‘Man, they’re really throwing up there!’ And
I look up, and there’s just a
brawl,” Brooks said. “Some
guy in a red shirt was throwing a couple of punches, and
then this guy comes in and
just schlepped him, just a
right hook right in the chin.”
Earlier in the week, Rebels head coach Lane Kiffin
had urged fans to attend the
game after a poor showing in the stands during the
first three home contests.
“The energy of the stadium
clearly shifted up into the base,
we got it cranked on the field. It
was a rowdy day,” Brooks said.
Other members of the
university community did
not find the Greek grappling
as
entertaining.
Jacob Batte, director of
news and media relations
for the University of Mississippi, said the university is
investigating the incident.
“The University of Mis-

An unidentified Kappa Sigma Fraternity member was
transported to a hospital in
Memphis following an incident in which Tyler Wright, a
UM business major, allegedly
punched him. A video depicting
the victim lying unconscious on
the street with blood pouring
from his ear and people gathered around making jokes has
since circulated on social media.
According to the Oxford
Police Department, the altercation occurred shortly after midnight on Sept. 18 in

the vicinity of Fillmore Avenue in downtown Oxford.
Some speculated that a frying pan seen in the video was
used to strike the victim. According to the police report,
however, the victim was “struck
one time with a fist and fell to
the ground, hitting his head.”
Windfield Swetman, president of the Delta Xi Chapter
of the Kappa Sigma Fraternity,
confirmed to The Daily Mississippian that the victim is a
member of Kappa Sigma and
that Tyler Wright has no association with the fraternity.

SEE ÅSSAULT PAGE 3

PAGE 2 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 29 SEPTEMBER 2022

NEWS
LAWSUIT

continued from page 1

to the lawsuit, a grand jury failed
to indict Herrington on the capital offense of first-degree murder.
“The Lafayette County Grand
Jury recently convened, subsequent to the date of the bond
and preliminary hearings, and
failed to indict Mr. Herrington
for murder, or any other crime,
in connection with Jay Lee’s disappearance,” the lawsuit reads.
The lawsuit, which was filed
in the Circuit Court of Lafayette
County against Sheriff Joey East
(in his official capacity), petitions
for a writ of habeas corpus, which is
a civil action against a state agent.
The constitutional writ of habeas
corpus allows detainees who believe themselves to be wrongfully
imprisoned to go before a judge
and challenge their detainment.
When approached by The
Daily Mississippian, the Lafayette County Sheriff’s Office
stated that they have no comment to share on the matter.
The petition, written by Herrington’s lawyer, Kevin Horan,
details the reasons the pair believe Herrington to be wrongly
imprisoned. Many of them echo
Horan’s closing argument during
Herrington’s bond hearing and
preliminary hearing on Aug 9.

Horan re-states his belief that
Herrington is not a flight risk and
points to the absence of physical evidence incriminating Herrington. Horan points again to Oxford Police Department Detective
Ryan Baker’s inability to speak to
the qualifications of the canines
used during the investigation.
“On cross examination, Detective Baker was unable to recount the specifics about the
supposed qualifications of either
the ‘cadaver dogs’ or their handlers,” Horan says in the lawsuit.
The canines, loaned to the Oxford Police Department from the
DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office,
“hit” in Timothy Herrington’s
apartment. These hits are supposed to indicate that at one
point human remains were present at that location in the apartment. This is the only definitive
evidence pointing to a situation
where Herrington murdered Lee
in his apartment. Without proper credentials and qualifications
for the canines, a judge could find
the evidence to be inadmissible.
According
to
the
Oxford Police Department, that
is not for Horan to decide.
“When they actually have the
trial, the court will determine
whether that information is admissible or inadmissible. In a preliminary hearing, they don’t have to do
that. Was there sufficient evidence
… is there probable cause to hold
him without bail and that’s what

they determined,” administrative
lieutenant Hildon Sessums said.
The DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office, who would have information on the qualifications
of the canines, were unable to
be reached by The Daily Mississippian prior to publication.
In the lawsuit, Horan even goes
as far as to question Lee’s death,
saying in the lawsuit that the state
has not produced evidence that Lee
is dead — outside of the fact that
he has not been heard from — or
that a crime has been committed.
The
Daily
Mississippian was unable to reach Kevin Horan prior to publication.
Despite a grand jury failing to indict him on first-degree
murder charges, Herrinton still
stands trial for the simple murder of Jay Lee. Herrington is
still being detained due to these
charges, after Lafayette County
Circuit Court Judge Gray Tollison denied him bond on Aug 9. A
date for this trial has yet to be set.
“I’m not saying they’re reaching … but there’s a time and a
place for all that. I think they’re
trying to get ahead of themselves. All that will take place
in the trial,” said Sessums.
Lee, a 20-year-old from Jackson who ran for Homecoming
King at Ole Miss last fall, has not
been seen since the early hours of
July 8. Though local law enforcement officials believe they have
found Lee’s murderer, Lee’s body

has yet to be found. Initially, the
Oxford Police Department and
University Police Department
were working jointly on the case.
The local agencies were then joined
by the Oxford Field Office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Lee was last seen at 5:58 a.m.
that Friday at Campus Walk
Apartments. His family members realized he was missing later
that day when he did not show
up for a baby-formula donation drive that he had organized.
His car was towed by Bandit
Towing Company from Molly Barr
Apartments on Friday afternoon
and located by law enforcement
on July 11. After local law enforcement discovered Lee’s vehicle, the
search for Lee went into full swing.
Local law enforcement announced that the local FBI
field office joined the investigation on July 19, and on July 22
Herrington was arrested and
charged with the murder of Lee.
“Law enforcement agencies
are still working to locate Lee’s
body. This is still an ongoing
investigation and updates will
be given at a later date,” OPD
shared on Twitter on July 22.
This is the last official update the Oxford community received from the department on the Jay Lee case.
On Aug. 9, Timothy Herrington appeared at the Lafayette
County Courthouse for a bond
hearing and a preliminary hearing.

The prosecution presented evidence that suggests Herrington’s
guilt, including photos of Herrington leaving the Molly Barr
Apartments on foot, the same
apartment complex where Lee’s
vehicle had been dumped, and a
receipt found in Herrington’s garbage can for duct tape purchased
on the morning when Lee was
last seen. And perhaps the most
damning evidence: text messages
that show that Herrington Google searched, “How long does
it take to strangle someone like
Gabby Petito,” in the minutes
before Lee arrived at his apartment at Herrington’s request.
Tollison denied Herrington
bond on the grounds that the evidence presented by Lafayette
County prosecutors was overwhelmingly implicating and that
Herrington posed a flight risk.
“The court has reviewed the
exhibits that were introduced and
heard the testimony. And based
on the testimony heard and exhibits presented … the court finds that
the proof is evident and the presumption great that the defendant
committed the capital offense of
first-degree murder,” said Tollison.
It is present unclear when
Herrington will stand trial for
simple murder or whether a
judge will hear Herrington’s
petition for habeas corpus.

Students share their experiences and values at
Longest Table Talk
AKILAH FRYE

thedmnews@gmail.com

After its inaugural event in
2019, the Longest Table was held
again as part of the university’s
60th anniversary of integration
events. On Sunday, Oct. 2, members of the university community
gathered in the Circle to honor
James Meredith and those who
fought for the change we see today.
This discussion-based event included a guided conversation held
over a meal so citizens, students,
faculty and staff within the Oxford
community could engage in new
conversations with each other.
Upon arrival, participants
were given a wristband with a
specific color. Across the 50 tables, there were colored table
toppers that signified where each
participant was supposed to sit.
“I want you to share your
stories and hopes and dreams
about our community,” Chancellor
Glenn
Boyce
said.
After accepting a conversation agreement, the groups
picked a conversation leader to guide them through the
three rounds of questions.
Round One, Getting to Know
Each Other: In a minute or
less, remind the group of
your name and hometown.
Then share your story of
why you chose to work,
learn, and/or live at the
University of Mississippi or
in the Oxford community.

Sarah Pierre, a third-year
student at the University of Mississippi School of Law answered.
“When it came to me choosing
to go to law school here, it wasn’t
based on the scholarships I received or anything in that aspect. I
chose to come here because of the
gruesome racial reputation,” she
said. “I’ve always had this perspective that people and places don’t
change unless people that are willing to put in that work implement
themselves into those places, and
that’s what I felt about here.”
Round Two, Talking About
This Place: What has been your
favorite memory and your
toughest time at UM/Oxford
and what do you appreciate
about the university/Oxford?
“With Ole Miss, I’ve loved it because I didn’t know what to expect
coming here, and then I got here
and you see surface level, you hear
all the stereotypes,” said Gabrielle
Miller, a senior studying social
work and Spanish. “But the thing
I like about here is that if you dig
deep enough, you find good people and you can make your path.”
Round Three, Considering
Our Past and Future: Describe
the UM/Oxford community
that you want to create: What
are some of the improvements that you’d like to see?
“I think taking that opportunity to listen to all the different opinions and viewpoints
and then taking that knowledge
and doing something with it be-

PHOTO COURTESY: MICHAEL FAGANS

Members of the Oxford community gathered outside the Lyceum to participate in the Longest Table on Oct. 2.
cause until you act on something,
it means nothing, and I think
that’s something the university is trying to do,” Miller said.
Other students also had
ideas about the type of community they would like to
create
at
the
university.
“Cultural competence is something a lot of people overlook, and I
feel like when a community maintains an adequate level of cultural
competence, then they can act on
the true definition of diversity,”
Pierre said. “Not just creating a

space where everyone is admitted
to the university, but where they
feel represented and protected.”
To close out the conversation, the groups were asked
a question in regards to the
legacy of James Meredith.
What actions as a member
of the community can you
make to strengthen the community while also honoring
the legacy of James Meredith?
“For me, it’s facing fear and
beyond the old stepping out of

my comfort zone. I feel that even
though we’ve made so much
progress, there are many things
that we can change within our
community. If something comes
in front of me that I know needs
to be addressed, I want to face
the fear of it being flipped back
on me for being the one to challenge the status quo,” Pierre said.
This event allowed the Ole Miss
community to interact in a safe
and open-minded environment, to
honor the commitment to change
bestowed upon the university.
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FRATERNITY

continued from page 1
sissippi expects anyone who
attends our athletics events
to treat fellow spectators
with respect and decorum,
and we will not tolerate that
kind of behavior,” Batte said.
“Any students or registered
student organizations found
to be involved in the incident will be subject to disciplinary sanctions under our
Code of Student Conduct.”
Video of the fight originated in a Twitter post from Old
Row Sports. The video was
retweeted by Barstool Sports
and has since garnered more
than 10 million views. Several
fraternities have been accused
of participating in the brawl.
The Barstool Twitter post
accuses the University of Mis-

sissippi Sigma Chi and Sigma
Alpha Epsilon fraternities
of participating in the fight,
while a Barstool Sports article
reports the fight occurring between the SAE and Alpha Tau
Omega fraternities. In total,
Barstool Sports has accused
three fraternities. All of these
fraternities deny involvement.
“Unfortunately, the video
posted by Barstool contains
a few mistakes. Our pledge
class was not involved in the
fracas, nor was any member
of our active chapter,” Edward Francis, president of the
Sigma Chi Fraternity, said.
As the Eta Chapter of the
Sigma Chi Fraternity explained in an email to their
nationals, which was shared
with The Daily Mississippian,
the Sigma Chi pledge class is
not required to wear a coat
and tie to football games and
was sitting in section N10 of

the stadium at the game. They
also confirm that all persons
in the video not wearing a
coat and tie are not members
of the Sigma Chi Fraternity.
“Sigma Alpha Epsilon is
aware of a social media post
alleging our chapter at the
University of Mississippi was
involved in a fight during last
weekend’s football game,”
Preston
Oden,
president
of the Mississippi Gamma
Chapter of SAE, said. “After investigating the matter
with our student leaders and
alumni volunteers, we are
confident that the incident
did not involve our chapter
or any of our members. We
have communicated this to
university administration and
requested a retraction regarding the false accusations.”
SAE and Sigma Chi are
listed as the two largest fraternities in the country, ac-

cording to Campus Explorer,
with 304,000 and 300,000
members respectively. ATO is
also listed as the ninth largest fraternity in the country, with 181,000 members.
“Alpha Tau Omega was not
involved in any altercation
at the football game,” said
Cody Wilson, president of
the Delta Psi Chapter of ATO.
When asked whether ATO
had a statement on Barstool
Sports misreporting the fraternity’s involvement, Wilson declined to comment.
The Beta Beta Chapter of the Beta Theta Pi
Fraternity also denied involvement in the incident.
“The incident did not
involve
any
members
of Beta Theta Pi,” William Bounds, the president of Beta Theta Pi, said.
The Epsilon Xi Chapter of Sigma Nu denounced

the pledge brawl and declined
further
comment.
“Sigma Nu, including its
leadership and membership
body, does not condone or
encourage fighting of any
form. Additionally, Sigma Nu
does not recognize or comment on campus rumors,”
Stewart
McCullough,
the
president of Sigma Nu, said.
McCullough directed The
Daily Mississippian to pose
further questions to the Office
of Fraternity and Sorority Life
and the Office of Conflict Resolution and Student Conduct.
The Office of Conflict Resolution and Student Conduct
declined to comment, and the
Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life failed to respond
to an email request for information and statement from
The
Daily
Mississippian.

ASSAULT

continued from page 1

Following the assault, the
victim’s roommate took him
to the emergency room at Baptist Memorial Hospital-North
Mississippi. The victim was
then transported to Regional
One Medical Center in Memphis. Officers interviewed
witnesses, the victim and the
suspect and collected video recordings taken by onlookers.
According to the police
report, the victim signed an
affidavit on Sept. 23 against
Wright, 20, of Coldwater,
Miss., for simple assault.
On Sept. 25, patrol officers
located, arrested and delivered Wright to the Lafayette
County Detention Center. He
was issued a $487 bond by
an Oxford Municipal Court
Judge and released from jail.
On Monday, Sept. 19, Assistant Vice Chancellor for
Student Affairs and Dean of
Students Brent A. Marsh ordered the immediate interim
suspension of the Delta Xi
Chapter of Kappa Sigma Fraternity. The order stated that
“all activities are suspended,
including, but not limited to,
the following: all new membership activities, chapter meetings, and hosting, sponsoring,
or facilitating philanthropic
events and social activities.”

.

The Kappa Sigma Fraternatity house on Oct. 3.

When asked on Oct. 4
about the assault on the Kappa Sigma member, UM director of news and media
relations Jacob Batte said,
“We cannot comment on
active student conduct investigation.” He attached

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
EDITORIAL staff

AIDAN GALLARDO
sports editor

RABRIA MOORE
editor-in-chief

JANE ROB PANNELL
assistant sports editor

dmeditor@gmail.com

thedmsports@gmail.com

thedmsports@gmail.com

VIOLET JIRA
managing editor

HG BIGGS
photo editor

ZACH SPOONER
copy chief

JUSTICE ROSE
opinion editor

HAL FOX
news editor

KHARLEY REDMON
arts and culture editor

MARY BOYTE
news editor

WILL JONES
assistant arts and culture
editor

dmmanaging@gmail.com

thedmcopy@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

thedmnews@gmail.com

ASHLYNN PAYNE / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

thedmphotos@gmail.com

thedmopinion@gmail.com

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

the letter of interim suspension sent to Kappa Sigma.
On Oct. 5, Batte said
that the suspension followed a series of events.
“Kappa Sigma’s interim
suspension was prompted by
a series of events, including

ERIN FOLEY
LIBBY FLANAGAN
design editors

thedmdesign@gmail.com

SAVANNAH SHOOK
visuals editor

some that predate the Sept. 18
incident,” Batte said. “We have
to let the student conduct process run its course before sharing any further information.”
The
Interfraternity
Council would not comment
on
the
assault.

S. Gale denley
student media center
DENNIS MOORE
Editorial Director

CAROLINE BEACH
social media editor

ROY FROSTENSON
Assistant Director/Advertising

OLIVIA YOUNG
online editor

JAYLIN JONES
Advertising Sales Manager
dmads@olemiss.edu

BRITTANY KOHNE
multimedia editor

SALES ACCOUNT
EXECUTIVES
Owen Pustell

thedmonlineeditor@gmail.com

dailymissmedia@gmail.com

FOLLOW US

LARZ ROBERTS
Director of Student Media

thedmvisuals@gmail.com

thedmsocialmedia@gmail.com

“The Interfraternity Council has played no role in determining Kappa Sigma’s current
status. Their current status
is determined by the Office
of Conflict Resolution & Student Conduct,” they said.

When it is decided that The Daily
Mississippian will take an editorial stance
on an issue, the following positions will
make decisions as the Editorial Board:
editor-in-chief, managing editor, copy chief,
sports editor and opinion editor.

THE DM INSTAGRAM

@thedailymississippian

THE DM NEWS TWITTER
@thedm_news

THE DM SPORTS TWITTER
@thedm_sports

THE DM DESIGN TWITTER
@thedm_visuals

PAGE 4 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 29 SEPTEMBER 2022

Homecoming Queen

Q: What does Miss Ole Miss mean to you?
A: Ole Miss has held a special piece of my heart for as long as I can remember, and I know it will continue to do so forever. Through the abundance of opportunities I have been given and the amazing people I have
been able to meet, Ole Miss has shaped me into the person that I am today. If I am lucky enough to connect with others and shape their time
at Ole Miss, as others have shaped mine, I will be incredibly thankful.
Q: What were the highs and lows parts of campaigning?
A: There were too many great parts of campaigning to be able to describe
them all, but there were two really awesome aspects that stood out to me. The
first was the ability to raise awareness for the Thomas Hayes Mayo Lab, a philanthropy that is very near to my heart. The Thomas Hayes Mayo Lab will work
to proactively educate students in grades K-12 about mental health and substance misuse through holistic wellness efforts. The second was meeting students from all over campus. While campaigning on the union plaza I had the
opportunity to have conversations with students who would stop by the table.
It was really awesome connect with them and get to know them while sharing
my campaign platform. The days were definitely long, and at times it was difficult to balance the campaign alongside schoolwork and extracurriculars, but
I was surrounded by an incredible support system that made it all possible.

Eliza Peters

Q: What does Homecoming Queen mean to you?
A: It is my hope that people can remember the campaign platform as a time
when they were challenged to think about their own stories and how we can collectively celebrate that. Throughout the week of homecoming, I was able to meet
incredible people including James Meredith and Dr. (Bob) Warner, the Ole Miss
Alumni Association President. Hearing their experiences with Ole Miss was inspiring. I hope that as Homecoming Queen I can continue to work in our community to
celebrate others’ stories. I am not sure what that will look like, it could be as simple
as reading in classrooms or helping at events — but I don’t want my duties to stop.
Q: What were the highs and lows of campaigning?
A: The best part was the memories I made. My campaign
managers,
Harrison
Hays,
Abby
Church
and
Daneel
Konnar, were incredible. They were always ready to help.
Meeting students from all over was also so cool. I met some freshmen
from right around my hometown that I didn’t even know came here, and
now we see each other everywhere. It was a very long two weeks of campaigning. Having it be so long kind of takes a toll on you towards the end of
the “season.” It is a very memorable two weeks, but I was definitely very
tired after the runoffs because we went right into homecoming week.

Mr. Ole Miss

Lydia Robbins

Harrison Foxworth

Q: What does Mr. Ole Miss mean to you?
A: Mr. Ole Miss means everything to me. Ole Miss has been at my core for
all of my life, and getting to live out my four years here truly is a lifelong culmination of a love for a university that means so much to our state, our town and
to so many just like myself. Earning the title of Mr. Ole Miss will be something
I hold onto for all of my days. It is my hope and goal to continue to live out all
of the values that the university upholds and to continue to be a servant leader
for this university in all of my actions.
Q: What were the highs and lows of campaigning?
A: The best part of the campaign was being able to truly feel the reach
this university has. Something I value greatly is that we all share something
in common with each other. No matter how different we are, there is always
something we share. … Beyond just where we go to school, we were always able
to find something in common with strangers we met, and that is one of the
many beauties of human interaction. It is difficult to think of the worst parts of
a campaign that reaped so much good for me personally. If anything, I would
say it was difficult having to run a campaign against some of my very good
friends. I always want everyone to succeed and achieve what they are striving
for, so it was difficult to have to see myself succeed at the expense of people I
respect in the highest regard.

Homecoming King

Miss Ole Miss

Homecoming 2022

Kyle Gordon

Q: What does Homecoming King mean to you?
A: To me, Homecoming King means being a positive and realistic reflection of this campus and its student body. I work hard, I play hard
and I love this campus and my peers here even harder. If work, play
and love don’t sum up this university, I don’t know what could. I’m just
very thankful my peers allowed me to be the person who represents that.
Q: What were the highs and lows of campaigning?
A: The best part of the campaign process was definitely seeing the amount
of love shown from my friends and even students I didn’t even know. It
was a very heartwarming thing to experience. The cons of the campaign
process were balancing my clinical hours, homework, my babysitting and
social media work, and a social life. I wouldn’t trade any of those sleepless
nights trying to stay on top of everything for anything in the world though.
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Recap
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Students cheer as Ole Miss drives down the field during a game against Kentucky on Oct. 1.

FLETCHER CANUP / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

James Meredith was recognized during the halftime of Ole Miss’ homecoming game on Oct. 1.

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Quinshon Judkins rushes for a first down against Kentucky on Oct. 1.

HG BIGGS / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Students cheer during the first quarter of Ole Miss’ homecoming game on Oct. 1.
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UM Tanner Lab conducts groundbreaking
biochemical research, fosters diverse environment
JORDAN ISBELL

thedmnews@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi houses an ionic liquids
lab that pushes the brink of
scientific capabilities. In the
Tanner Lab, students use ionic liquids, defined as a salt that
is in the liquid state of matter
at room temperature, to try
and solve biomedical problems. Due to their compound
composition, in which several
atoms connect to form a larger
structure, they have been used
in biomedicine and found
great success as treatments.
Eden Tanner, the professor
behind the lab, details how
ionic liquids help navigate
blood transportation in the
body, essentially putting medicine or drugs into the bloodstream through nanoparticles.
“We design these ionic
liquids so that they attach
to blood cells when you’ve
injected the nanoparticles
into the body,” Tanner said.
“And those red blood cells
can then navigate the human body pretty easily and
deliver on nanoparticles.”
Ionic liquids have been
around since the early 20th
century, but safe applications
have developed in the past 10

years, making them a relatively new technology. Conducting
research in a largely unknown
area of chemistry, Tanner’s
students are eager to engage
in the lab and participate in
the ongoing development.
“We have a really dedicated and passionate student
population,” Tanner said.
“I’m really lucky to work with
lots of students, particularly
undergraduate students, who
come in inspired often by a
story from their own family
of something they want to fix
or change, and that’s something that’s really special.”
The extensive research
and state of the art lab, while
impressive, is not the only
notable achievement. The
diversity inside the laboratory sets it apart from labs
in other states that work
PHOTO COURTESY: THE TANNER LAB
on similar developments.
“Mississippi is a really spe- Tanner and Seth Darlington work in the ionic liquids lab at the University of Mississippi.
cial place to do this science,”
Tanner said. “I get such a great
diversity of ideas here, specifically because of the composithink that would be difficult schoolers in the lab in the fu- white people, we are limited
tion of our population and the
to do in a state like Idaho.” ture, Tanner and her students in what we can do,” Tanner
composition of our students.
The Tanner Lab surfaced continue to build their repu- said. “(People in MississipIn my lab, 70% of people are
two years ago, but it has al- tation as a scientific depart- pi) can be leaders and create
women or non-binary and
ready established itself as a ment that views everyone as and invent things that noabout half are people of colprominent example of a cut- a scientist, regardless of their body else can. Who knows
or, with about one-third being
ting edge and diverse research background or circumstances. these issues upfront betAfrican American scientists. I
lab. With plans to host high
“If science is only done by ter than we do as a state?”

UM students from Florida react to Hurricane Ian’s
devastation

ELIZA PETERS

thedmnews@gmail.com

Hurricane
Ian
ripped
through Southwest Florida and
other parts of the East Coast
last week leaving thousands
without power while damages
piled up. Many students from
Florida felt helpless as their
families back home braced for
the storm and what lay ahead.
Sophomore business major
Taylor Martin was born and
raised in Labelle, Fla., 30 minutes away from the epicenter
of the storm’s damage in Fort
Myers. Her family did not have
the opportunity to evacuate.
“My sister is a registered
nurse, so she had to stay because she was on call to go to
the hospital. My dad works
with land/public safety, so he
had to stay to help others. My
mom decided not to evacuate
so she could watch my nephew
and keep things as comfortable as possible at home for my
sister and dad,” Martin said.
Martin’s family was one
of the thousands who suffered
property
damage.
“Our pool screens and entire cage were blown out, along

with many fallen trees and
branches in our yard,” she said.
Four
days
after
the
storm, her family still had
no cell service or electricity.
Hers was not the only
family who stayed at home
to brave the elements. Kirker Watkins, a junior allied
health studies major from
Orlando, noted her family was in a similar situation.
“My family did not evacuate, but they did prepare by
moving all outdoor furniture
and moving cars. We had
sandbags and plenty of food/
water. My family also had a
back-up generator to help
with power if it went out,”
Watkins said. “Our town is
completely flooded and roads
are ruined. They are just now
getting power back but most
schools are still shut down.
The neighborhood I live in was
completely flooded and our
street’s brick was ripped up.”
Watkins expressed how
hard it was to be away
at school and watching
from afar while the storm
tore through their state.
“It was really hard to be
here in Oxford while my entire family was going through
this. All my family and friends

are either still in Orlando
or go to school somewhere
in Florida,” Watkins said.
Martin
also
expressed how difficult it
was not being in Florida.
“It has shattered my heart
into pieces to see surrounding cities and counties that I
love so much be completely
leveled. It has honestly taken
a toll on my school life because it is all I think about
while sitting in class. I would
give anything to go home to
my family and friends and
help out the thousands of
less fortunate,” Martin said.
When Hurricane Ian made
landfall in Florida, winds
were upwards of 155 miles per
hour, coming in as a category
4 storm. Although the eye of
the storm hit Southwest Florida, the eastern coast of Florida prepared for the worst.

high surf advisories, strong
winds and even a few tornadoes that touched down in my
area, which was scary, but my
home was okay,” Crall said.
Although Florida residents are not strangers to
hurricanes, Hurricane Ian
brought a record amount of
flooding. The flooding, exacerbated by a lack of preparation, led to damages that
could total up to $47 billion
dollars, according to CoreLogic, an analytics company.
“Our hurricanes usually
are overly prepared for, and
we expect more than we usually get, but this one seemed
to have us thinking it wouldn’t
be horrible when in reality it was one of the worst we
have ever had,” Martin said.
The rebuilding process
has already begun for many
towns and cities that were

tin. “Fort Myers, Sanibel, Port
Charlotte, among others, are
completely wiped out. These
cities provide hundreds of
jobs and millions of dollars to
Florida tourism. The economy will take years to recover.”
Crall added that the recovery from Hurricane Ian
will be different from many
other
previous
storms.
“This storm was absolutely
brutal — at almost a category 5 storm with 155 mile per
hour winds, something’s obviously different about the sheer
magnitude and power of this
storm, and it will take a lot to
come back from,” Crall said.
After seeing what has
been lost, locals are starting
to prepare for future storms.
“My family along with
many others in southwest
Florida will prepare in the future by evacuating way sooner

GRAPHIC COURTESY: SEDLEY NORMAND / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

Sarah Caroline Crall, a Palm
Beach resident, said her family
experienced some bad weather as a result of Hurricane Ian.
“In Palm Beach, there were

hit by Hurricane Ian, but
there is a level of uncertainty.
“I honestly have no clue
what the future holds for
Southwest Florida,” said Mar-

than what the state advises,”
Martin said. “Because this
was such an unpredictable
storm, people did not take it
seriously until it was too late.”
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Fall Off-Campus Housing Fair
October 11-12
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Arts&Culture
UM Theatre opens season with ‘Into the Breeches!’

AARON BARROW

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The University of Mississippi’s theatre program opened
the season with a performance
of “Into the Breeches!” by legendary playwright George Brant
on Friday, Sept. 23. The play,
directed by Lindsay Rae Taylor, was performed in Meek
Auditorium to great acclaim.
The play, set during World
War II, follows heroine Maggie
Dalton on her quest to form an
all-female cast for her directorial debut of Shakespeare’s Henriad. Dalton, portrayed by sophomore Hannah Rose Richards,
strives to break new ground in
her stage director husband’s absence as he is overseas fighting in
the war against the Axis powers.
Throughout the play, she is met
with extreme backlash from the
theatrical higher-ups, as well as
people she once called friends.
From the costumes to the
set itself, there is plenty to
admire in the production design. The “play-within-a-play”
structure allows for a great
deal of variety with costuming and lighting, as is evident

by the awe-inspiring creative
choices on display throughout
the play’s two-hour runtime.
The changes in tone and
character dynamics make for
a consistent evolution in costume design, which was handled
with great care and admiration
for the play’s overall setting.
Yet the costumes can only be
as enamoring as the individuals
who inhabit them. The highly
talented cast managed to hit all
the right beats, both emotionally and comedically with a handful of powerful messages involving unity and societal progress.
Richards’
performance
as Maggie Dalton was one of
much elegance that simultaneously displayed the frustration the character was facing
as a woman in the industry.
“By far my favorite thing
about ‘Into The Breeches!’ is just how timeless the
message is,” Richards said.
Sophomore Madison Gunderson’s performance as Celeste included a similar level
of inner turmoil and complexity, with the overall ensemble
making the play come alive.
“Celeste and the other
characters find their fami-

POSTER COURTESY: MICHAEL BARNETT

UM Theatre’s “Into the Breeches!” has premiered to great acclaim.
ly within this strong group of
humans,”
Gunderson said.
The well-rounded cast of
characters surrounding the
leads helped to amplify the
messages, as well as Dalton’s
development as the protagonist. Sophomore Zayne Vance

described the character of Ellsworth Snow as “one of his favorite characters to step into” due
to his complexities and development throughout the show.
“The beautiful journey the
characters undergo has been
a joy to experience and will

forever hold a special place in
our hearts,” Gunderson said.
“Into The Breeches!” runs
through Oct. 9 in Meek Auditorium. For more information,
including ticketing, please visit
the UM Theatre & Film website.

‘hours’ offers a unique artistic collaboration

WILL JONES

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The Gertrude C. Ford Studio
Theatre welcomed Alice-Anne
Light, Kristy Kristinek and Cecil Price Walden for “hours” — a
new and unique music and art
experience — on Sunday, Oct. 2.
The performance, which was
presented by the University of
Mississippi Department of Music, Department of Art and Art
History and the Sarah Isom
Center for Women and Gender
Studies, garnered a rapturous
reception, as the trio combined their artistic talents into
a collaboration like no other.
In addition to composing
“hours,” Walden scores the
16-piece movement, with a piano medley to accompany Light’s

mezzo-soprano vocals. Concurrently, Kristinek, a visual artist,
transforms the emotions of the
music into abstract artworks.
From the audience, one could
look at any part of the stage and
see an artist working at the top
of their game, not to mention
how the three complement one
another during the hour-long
performance. With the introduction of visual art, the group
completely reimagines the concept of the song cycle and recital,
developing something fresh and
unique with each performance.
Following the performance,
the trio sat down with Nancy
Maria Balach, chair and professor of music, for the university’s
web talk show series, “Living
Music Resource,” where they
discussed their inspiration and
takeaways behind the piece.

“hours” features timeless
literary voices and influences
(of multiple languages, too),
from Emily Dickinson to Rainer Maria Rilke, and derives
its namesake from the Middle
Ages’ “Book of the Hours.” Kristinek’s visual work also aids
in mirroring these influences.
“The work echoes the medieval triptych altarpieces prevalent during the same time
as the ‘Book of the Hours,’ as
well as the illuminated texts
within them,” said Light, in
the program’s show notes.
Yet these sources directly
translate into the group’s internal motivations behind the
music, with the poems and
songs chosen as a direct response to the recent socio-political landscape, as well as
the travails of the pandemic.

“The piece has only become
more relevant,” Walden said.
“It meets you where you are.”
Walden, while no stranger to existential themes within his work, describes “hours”
as the most ambitious artistic pursuit he has been a part
of, and the soulfulness of the
collaboration
reflects
this.
“Hopefully by the time we get
to the last E-flat … the audience
feels something,” Walden said.
“Whether physically, emotionally, visually … and we hope they
begin to think differently about
something. When we perform, I
find it to be like group therapy.”
In addition to the show’s lyricism and thematic complexity,
the trio also hope to inspire in a
broader, more practical sense.
During their Oxford residency, Light (an Ole Miss alumna)

and Walden led a performance
for school-age children on Friday, Sept. 30. Following the
show, many parents graciously
reached out, joyously proclaiming how enthusiastic their kids
were about music, painting and
engaging in the arts in an entirely new way. The prospect of future generations responding to
the work greatly excites the trio.
“Many feel the need to reassess who we are and where
we are going. This piece endeavors to give voice to this
new reality,” Light said.
“hours” premiered at Texas
Tech University to rave reviews
and is currently touring throughout the South. For more information on the performance, visit the University of Mississippi’s
Department of Music website.
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How the ‘Birthplace of America’s Music’ is making
modern history
CLAY HALE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

What does it mean to
be rooted in music history?
Mississippi probably knows
better than most, as it has held
quite the helping hand in creating most of the genres we know
today. Country music, jazz, classic rock and the blues are all
slices of the American music pie
that would not be around if it
was not for the Magnolia State.
The 11th Annual Oxford
Blues Festival — which officially kicks off on Thursday, Oct.
6, and concludes on Saturday,
Oct. 8 — aims to spread a new
musical awareness, while honoring the history of the genres
and artists that came before.
The roots of blues and
country in Mississippi history are practically intertwined.
Country singer Charley Pride,
for instance, was born in Sledge,
Miss. The small town is currently
home to less than 400 residents
— and it was even fewer when
Pride was born there in 1934.
It is because of Pride that current African American country
music risers such as Kane Brown,
Jimmie Allen and Mickey Guyton are able to break through the

ELLIE MUIRHEAD

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Tucked in the brick alley between the Lyric Theater and South
Depot Taco Shop on the Square,
Oxford’s newest restaurant, Good
Day Café opened its window (there
are no doors) last Wednesday,
Sept. 28, providing Oxford with
a new spot to grab a quick lunch.
Their succinct menu features five sandwiches — the
Good Burger, the Funky Chicken, the Young Turk, the Soprano
(which feeds two), the Skinny
Dip — and one salad — the Salad Days. It also features specialty drinks like Liquid Death
water and Lulu’s Iced Coffee.
Ross Hester, one of the owners
of Good Day Café said the café is
something the town was missing.
“There’s not just a ton of
really good, quick lunch options–especially for sandwiches,” Hester said. “We thought
that there was a niche… and
we could fill that niche.”
Hester pointed to other lunch
favorites around the square like
the Blind Pig, Proud Larry’s and
South Depot, but said most were
a sit-down affair. As for some of
the other lunch restaurants like
Bouré, Saint Leo or City Grocery,
not only were they sit-down, but
also formal. It became clear to
him that there was a need for
something like Good Day Café.
The
Oxford
community recognized the need for
that niche to be filled as well.
Tessa McLane, a general business major, is a student at the
University of Mississippi, who ate
at Good Day Café on its opening
day. She discovered it through Bar

country music bubble of familiarity and make history in the genre.
Pride is one of only three African American individuals to
be a member of The Grand Ole
Opry in Nashville. He scored a
remarkable 52 Top 10 songs on
country radio during his lifetime.
His success is especially remarkable because it was more difficult
for African American country artists to break through in the 1960s.
With Pride, and eventually Darius Rucker, paving the way, Brown
would go on to have the sixth most
streamed country song in history
in “What Ifs” with Lauren Alaina.
Allen would receive multiple No.1 songs on country radio,
and Guyton would score numerous Grammy nominations for
projects surrounding her 2021
album, “Remember Her Name.”
Adjacent to country music
is the also honest and venerable genre known as the blues.
“The King of the Blues,” B.B.
King, was born just outside of the
three-mile long Berclair, Miss.,
in 1925 — just nine years before
his genre cousin, Charley Pride.
King’s legacy has indisputably
left a mark on not just the long-run
Mississippi history book but also
the textbook of musical influence.
Just short of a century from
King’s birth is the 11th Annual

D

t
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Oxford Blues Fest celebrates 11 years.
Oxford Blues Festival. Headliners
will include Grammy-nominated
artists: guitarist John Primer and
bluesman R.L. Boyce and the legendary Bill “Howlin Madd” Perry.
The roster does not stop there,
as many Ole Miss professors will
also be taking the stage to share

some truth. Adam Gussow, Ricky
Burkhead, Wendy Garrison,
Steve Brewer and Alan Gross will
all be trading the classroom for
the spotlight over the weekend.
The festival main stage is
at Harrisons, 1810 Harrison
Ave., in Oxford. Other events

Have a Good Day, Café

Muse on social media, and said the
café quickly caught her attention.
“I’m a foodie at heart, and seeing Oxford gain a new place that
had such a cool vibe piqued my
interest instantly,” McLane said.
Drawn in by the comforting
atmosphere of the alley, she and
her roommate sat down at
two of the 14 outdoor counter
seats to eat.
“ A s
soon
as me
and
my

direction they wanted to take it
in. Once the idea arose to create
a lunch location with the help
of head chef Patrick Hudgins,
the ball started rolling quickly.
The three decided to move
forward with the “lunch café” concept, and one of the main items
on the docket was creating
the menu. Rather
than overcomplicating it,
Hudgins
s a i d
they

went
roomabout
m a t e
m a k took
the
ing decifirst bite, we
sions as natboth just looked
urally as possible:
at each other, say- LOGO COURTESY: ROSS HESTER making food they
ing no words, and
knew people liked.
our eyes just widened,” McLane
Creating the menu wasn’t the
said. “When Joe came up and only part of the planning process
asked us how we were enjoying the owners chose to approach
our food, we simply nodded be- in an organic way: They also decause our mouths were stuffed.” cided their name in about a day.
James-Beard Restaurant and
“I just wanted it to be fun,
Chef Award nominee Joseph and not take itself too seriously.
(Joe) Stinchcomb and Hester are I wanted the food to speak for ittwo of the three Good Day Café self,” Hudgins said. “And hopefulowners, and also own Bar Muse, ly eating the sandwiches and being
an intimate cocktail bar inside the around us will improve your day.”
Lyric that offers a rotating menu
According to McLane, the
of craft drinks. Hester explained owners created the exact exthat the two had been consider- perience they were hoping for.
ing utilizing the Lyric alleyway
“I was coming from work at
for a while, but didn’t know what Farmstead (Florals), so I wasn’t

dressed to the nines, but it didn’t
matter,” McLane said. “No one
judged me, and they still welcomed us with open arms. It was
a little space perfectly tucked
away from the craziness of
the Square, and I can confirm
it made my day a lot better.”
Despite the chaos that comes
with opening a restaurant,
Hudgins and Hester said that their
first week was successful. The
food was a hit, their social media
presence has grown and they’ve
started to get into the swing of
what running the café looks like.
Heading into their second
week, Hester is feeling energized
and excited for what’s ahead.
“I feel good,” Hester said.
“I feel energized, and I feel
excited that we get to do
this for Oxford, in Oxford.”

will be held at Moe’s BBQ,
311 S. Lamar Blvd., in Oxford.
To view the full roster of performers and see some of Mississippi’s musical history unfold in person, check out the
Oxford Blues Festival website.

As for menu recommendations for those planning on visiting
Good Day Café, Hudgins recommends the Good Burger. Some of
last week’s patrons told the owners it was the best burger they’ve
ever had. Hester recommends the
Young Turk, a twist on the classic
turkey sandwich with Hudgins’s
tomato jam, peppery arugula
and fresh turkey on sourdough.
“In small spaces like Good
Day, there’s not a whole lot of
menu filler,” Hester said. “If we
put it on there, it’s pretty good.”
Good Day Café is open Tuesday through Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. They hope to have online
to-go ordering available soon, but
in the meantime, you can visit
them in-person in the alleyway
between the Lyric and South Depot, or check out their Instagram.

Prepare for
Power Outages
& Save Money
PWRcell, Generac’s fully-integrated
solar + battery storage system, stores
solar energy that can power your whole
home during utility power outages and
save you money on your electric bill.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW

TO RECEIVE

A $300 SPECIAL
OFFER!*
(844) 355-7099
$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**
*Offer value when purchased at retail.
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.
Solar panels sold separately.
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College football pick ’em: Week 6
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No. 9 Ole Miss at Vanderbilt: Ian Sparks
Final Score Prediction: Ole
Miss 45, Vanderbilt 10
Undefeated and No. 9 Ole
Miss travels to the Music City to
take on a Vanderbilt team that
boasts an above .500 record
through its first five games of
the season. The Commodores
are looking to become bowl-eligible for the first time since
2018. On the other side, the
Rebels are looking to remain
unbeaten and stay in the top 10.
Ole Miss comes off an impressive win against then-No.
7 Kentucky this past weekend.
The story for the Rebels was the
solidity of their defense against
an impressive Kentucky offense
with quarterback Will Levis and
leading rusher from last season Chris Rodriguez returning.
Rebel quarterback Jaxson Dart
had another solid game despite
not registering a touchdown.
Freshman running back sensation Quinshon Judkins continued to shine, as he tallied 106
yards and a touchdown carry
for the Rebels. Head coach Lane
Kiffin and co-offensive coordinator Charlie Weis Jr. opened
up the playbook a bit more this
past weekend, but I wouldn’t
necessarily look for them to do
the same this weekend. Being a
heavy favorite and considering
Vandy’s weak defense, maybe they try a few more things,
but overall they will more
than likely stick to what has
been working for them so far.
Vandy began conference
play last week against Alabama,
who steamrolled the Commodores 55-3. Despite being 3-2,
those three Vandy wins weren’t
against the toughest opposition. Vanderbilt’s defense is
porous to say the least, allowing 457 yards per game, including nearly 300 yards per game
through the air. This could be
a sort of confidence-builder
game for Dart, as he continues to look better by the week.
I don’t think this has any
kind of “trap game” feel to it,
and the Rebels will handily
win this one by five scores.

No. 17 TCU at No. 19 Kansas: Aidan Gallardo
Final Score Prediction:
TCU 31, Kansas 28
I guarantee that before the
season started, no one would
have predicted that these two
teams would be ranked in the
Top 25 at this point in the season, let alone undefeated. But,
like I’ve always said, when it
comes to crazy, unpredictable storylines and outcomes,
college football remains undefeated. So we’ve got “ESPN
College Gameday” heading to
Lawrence, Kan., to showcase
No. 17 TCU and No. 19 Kansas.
TCU has been on fire to
start the season. Last week,
the Horned Frogs dominated Oklahoma 55-24 and put
the college football world on
notice that they are a legitimate contender in the Big 12.
Quarterback Max Duggan put
on an absolute display against
the Sooners. He threw for 302
yards and three touchdowns.
Duggan also ran for 116 yards
and a couple of touchdowns.
Looking at Kansas, who
would have thought the Jayhawks would be undefeated
through five games? Not me,
that’s for sure. Now I will say,
Kansas
hasn’t
necessarily
played tough opponents, so the
Horned Frogs will be their biggest test of the season. I expect
this game to be close and the
outcome could go either way.
But I do think TCU is a superior team, and I think they’ll be
able to get it done on the road.
No. 8 Tennessee at No. 25
LSU: Reed Collins
Final Score Prediction:
Tennessee 38, LSU 27
The Tennessee Volunteers
head into Baton Rouge for the
first time since 2010 for a rare
11 a.m. kickoff in Death Valley. Tennessee comes into this
game fresh off a bye week after
knocking off Florida, snapping
a five-game losing streak to the
Gators. LSU is coming off a win
on the Plains, rallying from
behind to knock off Auburn.
Tennessee comes into this
game with one of the best
passing attacks in college
football. The Vols are led by
dark horse Heisman contender Hendon Hooker, who has
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thrown 45 touchdowns and
only two interceptions as the
starting quarterback for Tennessee. Nobody has been able
to slow down head coach Josh
Heupel’s up-tempo offense,
and with a much improved
Volunteer defense, it might
be a tough day for the Tigers.
LSU seems to be finding
a rhythm following a Week
1 loss to Florida State. Head
coach Brian Kelly’s teams always improve throughout the
season, and this year proves to
be no different. The big question for the Tigers will be if
Jayden Daniels and the Tiger
offense can score enough points
to keep up with Tennessee.
Texas A&M at No. 1 Alabama: Cameron Larkin
Final Score Prediction: Alabama 45, Texas A&M 20
We have another Nick
Saban versus Jimbo Fisher
showdown on the docket this
Saturday, and this matchup
could be as intriguing as last
year. Alabama quarterback
Bryce Young is still day-to-day
following a shoulder injury,
but during last week’s game
against Arkansas, in which he
replaced Young mid-game,
backup quarterback Jalen Milroe showed why Alabama re-

cruited him. If Young is indeed
out, Alabama could look to rely
on the legs of Milroe and star
running back Jahmyr Gibbs.
Texas A&M looked abysmal
against Mississippi State last
Saturday and showed no resolve when the going got tough.
The Aggie offense continues to
look stale, and the defense gave
up 144 rushing yards to an MSU
team that is known for its airraid offensive scheme. The only
thing A&M has going for it is that
the last time the Aggies played
Mississippi State and lost, they
beat Bama the following week.
Alabama has the tools,
even without Young, to easily outpace A&M. As long as
the Tide walks into this game
with extreme confidence in
whoever is under center,
they should clear the Aggies.

Auburn at No. 2 Georgia:
Lars Andersen
Final Score Prediction:
Georgia 35, Auburn 17

No matter the year, Auburn
is a difficult team to project. For
a team that regularly pushes Alabama to its limit in the Iron Bowl
and hasn’t lost to Ole Miss since
2015, Auburn has certainly underwhelmed so far this season,
standing sixth in the SEC West,
and that doesn’t seem to be
changing. Georgia, on the other
hand, is the reigning national
champion and is undefeated.
Despite a scare in last week’s
matchup with Mizzou, Georgia
won the day and will likely face
Auburn with a chip on its shoulder. Despite trailing Missouri for
the entirety of the contest, Georgia’s superior roster and coaching eventually rose to the top
and will do the same this week.
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What’s in store for Ole Miss’ first
SEC road game at Vanderbilt?
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Defensive end Cedric Johnson makes a tackle during a game against Kentucky on Oct. 1.

CAMERON LARKIN

thedmsports@gmail.com

The Ole Miss Rebels (5-0,
1-0 SEC) will walk into Nashville with the utmost confidence after defeating then-No.
7 Kentucky (4-1, 1-1 SEC) at
home. Despite their huge win,
the Rebel players shared the
mindset that their focus had
already shifted to Vanderbilt.
Obviously, head coach Lane
Kiffin was excited about defeating the Wildcats. However, he
admitted that his team still has a
lot to work on, so it will be interesting to see his coaching staff’s
adjustments for Ole Miss’ first
road SEC game of the season.
Although Vandy has been
down for what seems like forever, Kiffin knows that there are
no easy wins and no guarantees
when facing an SEC opponent.
However, the Commodores
did not put up much of a fight
against the two ranked teams
they faced this season: No. 15
Wake Forest and No. 1 Alabama.
Now that quarterback Jax-

Please

son Dart has his first SEC game
under his belt, his nerves going
into his first SEC road game
will be lessened. Dart had a
phenomenal
game
against
Kentucky, although the box
score might not reflect it.
Dart finished 15/29 with
213 yards and one interception, but those who watched the
game saw a completely different
quarterback than the one who
played the first few weeks of
the season. Dart looked poised
and decisive. He had complete control over the offense.
Dart put together an efficient
two-minute drill right before
halftime. However, he ended it
with an interception. In spite
of this, fans saw flashes of the
player Dart was projected to be.
Ole Miss has stars at nearly every skill position, and they
can use Week 6 against Vanderbilt to continue building chemistry with their quarterback.
Quinshon Judkins and Malik Heath had 100-yard games
against Kentucky, and they will
look to build on this momentum

SUDOKU

on Saturday. Judkins continues to propel himself into the
top running back conversations, and Heath is earning
much-deserved recognition.
This week against Vandy, the Landshark defense
can gain confidence against a
struggling offense. It will be interesting to see how Ole Miss’
defense follows up its massive
showing against Kentucky,
but one thing is for sure: The
Rebel defense is here to stay.
Jared Ivey caused this
year’s most clutch turnover
when he knocked the ball out
of Kentucky quarterback Will
Levis’ hand near the end of
the fourth quarter, and the
excitement from that play
will have this defense itching to make as many plays as
possible against Vanderbilt.
Ole Miss will take on
the Commodores Saturday
at 3 p.m. CDT on SEC Network, and the players would
love to see as many Rebel fans at FirstBank Stadium in Nashville as possible.
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ACROSS
1- Relative by marriage;
6- Fortune-telling cards;
11- Tool with teeth;
14- Bobby of the Black
Panthers;
15- Circumvent;
16- Oklahoma First
Nation;
17- Break out;
18- Bicycle steering
mechanism;
20- Alphabetical trio;
21- Falsehoods;
23- Bulge; 24- Hoist;
26- Spoken;
28- Muscular;
30- Lucid;
31- Like ears;
32- Faucet stuff;
33- Mil. rank;
36- Old cloth measures;
37- Retreats;
38- False god;
39- Yellow and black
insect;
40- ___ firma;
41- Deputised group;
42- Home of the Black
Bears;
43- Many;
44- Modern humans;
47- Budget alternative;
48- Maytag brand;

49- New Orleans is The
Big ___;
50- Graycoat;
53- Projecting tooth;
56- Skedaddle;
58- D-Day craft;
59- Delight;
60- Lauder of cosmetics;
61- Some M.I.T. grads;
62- Like most movies;
63- Start of a saying on
forgiveness;
DOWN
1- Uh-huh;
2- Soft ball brand;
3- Ridiculous;
4- Piz Bernina, e.g.;
5- Marsh;
6- Titter;
7- Gardner and others;
8- Operated;
9- Out of the ordinary;
10- Communications
satellite;
11- Clear-headed;
12- ___ of Two Cities;
13- Earth;
19- Large jug or pitcher;
22- Climbing vine;
25- More than one
female sheep;
26- Extremely;
27- Driving aids;
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28- Air bubble;
29- It may be landed;
30- Africa’s most
populous city;
32- Tips off;
33- Father’s office;
34- Burkina ___;
35- Staff leader?;
37- Boxer Spinks;
38- Derrick;
40- Tab grabber;
41- Short drama;
42- Hog sound;
43- Capp and Capone;
44- Fine fur;

45- Entertain;
46- Covenants;
47- Oohed and ___;
49- Kitchen addition;
51- At all;
52- Ale, e.g.;
54- Pay stub?;
55- Cereal grass;
57- That, in Tijuana;

HOW TO PLAY

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.

DIFFICULTY LEVEL
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Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 29 SEPTEMBER 2022 | PAGE 15

OPINION

u
z
s
d
B
z w o r
D O N O T equate to change
GRAPHIC: SAVANNAH SHOOK / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

genders, ethnicities, social
classes, religions, sexual orientations and other differences between people’s backgrounds. Inclusion focuses on
making sure people of diverse
backgrounds feel included
and welcomed in all spheres,
and equity is about promoting
justice and fair practices that
ensure everyone has access
to achieve the same opportunities. The political, social
and corporate landscapes are
all receiving public pressure
to implement DEI committees to ensure the needs of
all people are being met, and
while many are responding
to these calls, it is difficult
to say how effectively these
committees and their policies
are actually being enacted.

BRILEY RAKOW

thedmopinion@gmail.com

Diversity, equity and inclusion are buzzwords in today’s
political and social landscape
with every company, brand
and organization setting up
some sort of team or statement that addresses the issues that have been present
for decades associated with
these topics. This year marks
the 60th anniversary of integration at the University of
Mississippi, and in looking toward our past, we are also able
to see how much work is left to
be done to reach an equal and
equitable point in our future.
Diversity is the presence
of people of different races,
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and organization is an important step toward ensuring the
safety and success of all parties involved, and this same
commitment needs to be addressed in the realm of DEI.
Students should be equipped
with a knowledge of history and an understanding of
what actions are being taken
to protect them and promote
overall inclusion in a university with a complex racial past.
As we take the time to celebrate integration at our establishment and the legacy of
James Meredith, we must also
look toward the future. The
work is not nearly done, even
six decades later, and it is the
duty of each and every person
to hold ourselves and each
other accountable for creating a social, legal and political
environment that is inclusive
and equitable for all citizens.
Briley Rakow is an integrated marketing communications major from Lemont, Ill.
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on what their companies were
doing in regards to DEI initiatives and goals, and research
showed that 40% of companies view diversity work as a
way to mitigate legal and reputational issues. These statistics are not just concerning,
but dangerous to our future
as a nation. As much as everyone wants to say they support
equality, without making steps
toward real change within our
own organizations, we are
counteracting the very things
we say we want. The only way
to ensure the DEI movement
is worthwhile is to hold companies accountable for the
work they are claiming to do.
Even right here at the University of Mississippi, where
we have an entire team dedicated to diversity within the
campus community, we are
never really informed about
changes that are made or real
data on how DEI initiatives
are being implemented on
campus. In recent years, it
has become clear that transparency within every business
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The 2022 Workplace DEI
Report by Culture Amp, used
by more than 5,000 organizations, revealed that although
84% of respondents believe
their company is working toward a more diverse and inclusive workplace, only 34%
report having adequate resources to support DEI initiatives. Companies may be
performing DEI while not
actually creating actionable
goals and supporting the ideas
of the committees they have
put into place. Discussion is
progress, but it is not enough.
To create a truly diverse, equitable and inclusive landscape,
we need to push companies
and organizations to do more
than say they are making
progress and instead show
what progress is being made.
The report Elevating Equity: The Real Story of Equity and Inclusion claims that
around 80% of companies are
just going through the motions when it comes to DEI.
Human resource respondents provided information
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